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For Immediate Release:
April 16, 2021

Media Contact:
COVID-19 Joint Information Center

                    media.coronavirus@cityofchicago.org

VACCINE OPERATIONS UPDATE DURING JOHNSON & JOHNSON PAUSE

Vaccine safety is always our top priority. In accordance with a recommenda�on from
the CDC and FDA, the City of Chicago paused administering the Johnson & Johnson
(J&J) vaccine star�ng April 13 while federal health officials complete a review. Based
on the Advisory Commi�ee on Immuniza�on Prac�ces (ACIP) decision on April 14 to
con�nue its review for 7 to 10 days, CDPH is making opera�onal changes to con�nue
vaccina�ng residents as quickly as possible.

Latest updates on vaccine opera�ons

The Chicago State University mass vaccina�on site switched to Pfizer vaccine for all
appointments star�ng April 14. People who previously had J&J appointments can
keep the appointment but will receive Pfizer instead, along with being scheduled for a
second dose.

The Protect Chicago Homebound program will switch to Pfizer vaccine. Appointments
will resume on Friday, April 16.

Events scheduled with Walgreens as part of the Faith Month ini�a�ve will use the
Pfizer vaccine this weekend.
 
Chicago Federa�on of Labor vaccina�on site will change to Pfizer and Moderna, but
will be limited to 1,200 doses per week. Appointments will resume April 19.
 
United Center will con�nue to offer Pfizer, and not switch to J&J as
planned. Appointment scheduling resumed today and appointments will begin April
20.

Events with the Illinois Restaurant Associa�on are on hold un�l the week of April 26.
Vaccine type to be determined at that �me.

mailto:andrew.buchanan@cityofchicago.org


4/16/2021 Constant Contact

https://app.constantcontact.com/pages/campaigns/email-details/details/activity/a6864db9-8ae9-4f05-8af0-c8eee7868654 2/2

The O’Hare vaccina�on site that had been using J&J will not re-open. Anyone with a
previously scheduled appointment will be invited for vaccina�on at Wright College or
United Center. Addi�onal special events will be scheduled for MDW and ORD
employees.
 
The CDPH/CTA vaccina�on bus remains paused for now.

All other vaccina�on sites in Chicago that use Pfizer or Moderna vaccine will operate
as normal.

We will con�nue to provide updates as they are available.
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